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SPEECH TEMPLATE 1 

I‘d like to welcome you all today to the wedding of my daughter [BRIDE] and her 

new husband [GROOM].  Thank you so much for sharing this special day with my 

dear wife [BRIDE‘S MOTHER] and me. 

You all probably noticed that my eyes watered just a bit during the ceremony; drat 

those pesky sinuses!  (Pause for laughter)  Oh, I might as well fess up, I was crying; 

this is truly an emotional day for me.  The day that my dear, sweet daughter 

pledges her life to a great young man. 

It seems like just yesterday I was holding my baby daughter in my arms, marveling 

at her incredible beauty and amazing sweetness.  Now another man stares at her 

with loving, admiring eyes; and believe you me she‘s starin‘ right back (pause for 

laughter); my daughter is in love with her new husband, and I as a new papa could 

not be happier. 

When you think about it, [BRIDE] and [GROOM] make the perfect couple.  They‘re 

bright, sweet, attractive, successful, and are always the funniest ones at the dinner 

table.  They‘re like a comedy duo that kisses from time to time; something that I‘m 

really glad Martin and Lewis never did.  (pause for laughter)  As a matter of fact, I‘d 

call these two a cross between Martin and Lewis and Rhett and Scarlett.  The best of 

friends and lovers, these two really enjoy each other‘s company.  I predict they‘ll 

have a great marriage. 

Of course, I have seen them disagree from time to time; I raised my daughter to be 

strong and have her own opinions, and, furthermore, to express them.  And believe 

you me, she EXPRESSES ‗em.  (pause for laughter)  I encourage both her and my 

son-in-law to maintain their strong, independent spirits, while also learning the 

meaning of compromise.  Talk things out, listen to one another, consider one 

another‘s needs, work together to solve your problems, and you‘ll be just fine. 

Let me amend that; you won‘t be just fine.  You‘ll be just fantastic.  You two 

together make a beautiful, unbeatable team; a team sure to produce great children, 

impressive business and personal partnerships, and a lot of love.  Not only the 

romantic love that exists between the two of you, but the divine love that surrounds 
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you; that comes from the same friends and family members who came together 

today to honor your blessed union.  These include my dear, sweet wife [MOTHER OF 

THE BRIDE], your dear friends [BRIDESMAIDS] and [GROOMSMEN], and [GROOM‘S] 

wonderful parents, [MOTHER OF THE GROOM] and [FATHER OF THE GROOM].  It‘s 

been great getting to know your parents, [GROOM]; they‘re warm, bright, fantastic 

people who passed their many wonderful qualities onto you. 

On this day, [GROOM], I‘d like to welcome you officially to my family.  You‘re a 

wonderful young man, and I‘ve come to love you like a son.  You treat my daughter 

like gold, and I can‘t tell you just how much I appreciate it.  Keep it up, Kid; that is, 

after all, my little girl you just married.  Treat her right. (grins almost evilly)  Just a 

word of friendly advice from the man who helped pay for this wedding.  Take it for 

what it‘s worth.  (Pause for laughter). 

And now a few words for that dear, precious daughter of mine.  [BRIDE], I‘ve 

watched you grow from an adorable little girl to a beautiful, sophisticated young 

woman.  I‘ve waited for this day for so long, and I can‘t wait to see what the future 

brings.  As usual, you‘ve made me proud today, by marrying a very special young 

man who I suspect will make a great husband.  Take care of him, Kid; he loves you. 

In the future, [GROOM] and [BRIDE], I wish you nothing but sweetness and bliss.  

Seize every day, savor every opportunity, dream plenty of dreams together.  Then 

work hard to fulfill them.  Together you two are unbeatable; together you can 

conquer the world. 

Today, though, is just for having fun.  Eat, drink, dance together, and dream of the 

future.  Most of all, enjoy the company of those who love you.  We do love you, 

[BRIDE] and [GROOM].  Congratulations, and please enjoy your wedding day. 

SPEECH TEMPLATE 2 

I‘d like to welcome you all to the wedding of my daughter [BRIDE] and her husband 

[GROOM].  I‘d have to say that my daughter‘s wedding day is the second happiest 

day of my life, and I thank you all for sharing it with me. 

The happiest day of my life, of course, was the day I welcomed this beautiful 

creature into my life.  From the first day I held my baby girl in my arms, I felt 
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compelled to love, cherish and protect her.  My daughter is my pearl; and I‘ve 

always appreciated the fact that my wonderful, ravishing wife [MOTHER OF THE 

BRIDE] gave birth to my best friend.  (To wife)  Thanks a lot, Sweetie; I owe ya‘ one.  

(Pause for laughter) 

Before my eyes, my precious, and though she won‘t admit it now somewhat 

precocious (pause for laughter) little girl has grown into a beautiful, intelligent, 

well-mannered, and sophisticated young woman.  I was always proud of her, and 

was even more proud when she announced her engagement to a wonderful young 

man. 

[GROOM] is, in many ways, [BRIDE‘S] perfect mate.  His wit, intelligence and success 

greatly impress me; and from what my daughter says, he‘s pretty darned hot to 

boot.  (Pause for laughter)  Always a bonus, I guess (shrugs, pauses for laughter).  

They make such a cute couple, and more importantly they listen to each other.  I am 

very confident that [BRIDE] and [GROOM] will have a beautiful future together; one 

filled with love and laughter, homes and trips, goals and dreams, and of course 

children.  Hopefully a lot of ‗em, if my wife gets her way.  (Pauses for laughter) 

As I get to know [FATHER OF THE GROOM] and [MOTHER OF THE GROOM], 

[GROOM‘S] parents, I can see where he gets all of his stellar qualities.  They‘re 

wonderful people and I want to issue them a warm welcome; not only to this 

wedding, but to my family. 

And of course, I also want to send out this same warm welcome to my new son-in-

law [GROOM].  You‘re a fine young man, one I consider my friend as well as a 

second son.  And I‘ll say something else for you; you have great taste in women.  

(Pause for laughter) 

[BRIDE], beyond being a good, loving daughter, you‘re just an amazing human 

being.  I‘m so proud of you—have I mentioned that yet today? (pause for laughter)—

and I wish nothing but the best for you; not only in this marriage, but in life.  Be 

happy, be healthy, be successful my girl; and never forget just how much your 

mother and I love you. 
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I sincerely hope that you‘re enjoying your wedding; not only the cake, the flowers 

and your beautiful dress, not only the devoted husband who obviously adores you, 

but the friends and family who have gathered here today to wish you well.  Your 

dear friend [BRIDESMAID], your husband‘s best buddy [GROOMSMAN], all your 

cousins, aunts, uncles and friends.  These are the same people who will come to 

your aid in troubled times; who will be there for you through thick and thin. 

Yep, Kid, I have to admit it; marriage is not always an easy road.  You‘ll have your 

disagreements and outright arguments, your obstacles and temptations.  You‘re 

only human beings, after all.  (Pauses, smiles)  But you‘re also great human beings.  

You‘re endlessly loving and respectful towards each other; each day you commit 

yourselves to taking care of each other.   I‘m very confident that you‘ll come 

through every challenge with flying, glowing colors.  And you‘ll do it together, 

because you‘re so much in love. 

In the future, I sincerely hope that you get everything you want and deserve.  I just 

can‘t wait to see what the future holds; the beautiful homes, the successful 

business ventures, the many, many children (pauses), or maybe not so many.  Don‘t 

faint on me dear.  (Pause for laughter) 

As always, my little girl, you hold the world in the palm of your dainty little hand.  

Have fun, embrace the future, and enjoy.  I wish you and your new husband only the 

best of light, love, romance and happiness.  We love you, Kids.  Congratulations, 

and please enjoy your wedding day. 

SPEECH TEMPLATE 3 

I‘d like to welcome you all to a very special day; the day that my baby girl gets 

married. 

I think that most men approach this day with a mixture of unbridled joy and 

outright terror (pause for laughter).  We take joy in knowing that our daughter is in 

love; that she‘s found the man of her dreams and heart, and that she‘s happy. 

The terror part comes in when we realize that, well, that our daughter is in love 

(pause for laughter); that she‘s giving her heart to someone who could, potentially 

break her heart and severely impact her life. 
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I‘m pleased to report, though, that I approach this day with nothing but sheer, 

unbridled joy.  And for two reasons: 

No. 1, my daughter [BRIDE] is a lady with a good head and strong values.  She is 

independent—take it from her mom (MOTHER OF THE BRIDE) and me, who survived 

her teen years (pause for laughter)—and perfectly capable of making it on her own.  

My daughter will make a great wife, but she‘ll never be a submissive or clingy one.  

And, if the need arises, she‘ll make it just fine on her own. 

Luckily, though, I don‘t think she‘ll ever face life on her own; this owing to the fact 

that my new son-in-law [GROOM] is a strong, dependable man who knows the 

meaning of the word commitment.  He is a successful, educated man who takes his 

responsibilities very seriously.  Most importantly, he loves my daughter beyond the 

point of reason.  I strongly suspect that nothing, and no one, could drive these two 

apart. 

Add to all that the fact that they‘re a drop dead cute couple who kiss and cuddle at 

every available opportunity (pause for laughter), and you‘ve got what I call a 

winning couple. 

Of course, I can definitely relate to all the kissing and cuddling stuff.  My wife 

[MOTHER OF THE BRIDE] and I do both at every available opportunity; much to the 

chagrin and outright disgust of our children.  (Pause for laughter)  I also notice that 

[GROOM‘S] parents, [GROOM‘S MOTHER] and [GROOM‘S FATHER], share this 

penchant for affection.  They‘re a sweet, loving couple and I‘m very happy to know 

them.  And, needless to say, I‘m very pleased to see them here today. 

I‘m also very pleased to see [GROOMSMEN] and [BRIDESMAID], trusted friends who 

have stood beside our kids during both challenging and happy days.  This day 

definitely falls into that second category. 

Together we‘ve watched this beautiful couple as their romance has evolved, 

culminating in this day, a grand declaration of their love. 

Grand, and may I add expensive.  The money spent on her dress alone could feed 

most of the residents of any given third world country. (Pause for laughter)  Ah, but 

it‘s all worth it; just look at how happy my girl is.  (Smiles) 
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I just hope she and [GROOM] realize that marriage is not all about pretty dresses, 

handsome suits, fragrant flowers and fattening wedding cake.  (Pause for laughter)  

Don‘t get me wrong, the cake was delicious, but it‘ll take me a flippin‘ month to 

work it off!  (Pause for laughter)   

What I really mean to say is, marriage isn‘t always about glamour and romance.  (to 

the bride and groom)  You two will see each other at your worst; I tell ya‘, you never 

grasp the true meaning of the term ―in sickness and in health‖ until you see your 

wife nine months pregnant, or when she takes care of you during a nasty bout with 

the flu; holding the pail and everything.  (Pause for laughter) 

Ouch, I see [BRIDE] and [GROOM] running for the door.  Maybe I got a little too real 

for them.  (Pause for laughter)  Come back and sit down, Kids, because I have some 

good news for you.   

[GROOM], you‘ll think that [BRIDE] is equally beautiful in a maternity dress and a 

size eight wedding dress.  And [BRIDE], you‘ll still think [GROOM] is a total hottie 

when he‘s leaning over that pail.  (Pause for laughter)  That‘s what love is all about; 

you grow to love a person‘s flaws as much as their assets.  You‘ll cherish your 

partner in sickness and in health, for as long as you both shall live, all that jazz.  

(Pause for laughter) 

{BRIDE] and [GROOM], we all love you and wish you the best for the future.  

Congratulations, you two; enjoy your wedding day. 

SPEECH TEMPLATE 4 

I‘d like to welcome you all to the wedding of my daughter [BRIDE] and her new 

husband [GROOM].   I‘m so pleased to share this truly beautiful day with all of you. 

When a man has a daughter (though trust me, I never forget that it was my 

beautiful, amazing wife who actually gave birth to our precious girl—don‘t exile me 

to the couch tonight, Hon—pauses for laughter), he has a multitude of plans, 

dreams and aspirations for her.   

He wonders if she‘ll be the next president, the next Miss America, the next 

Businesswoman of the Year, or maybe just a wife and mom who leads and loves a 
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quiet life.  Regardless of what she ultimately becomes, her father hopes that she‘ll 

find a man who nurtures and deserves her, and who loves her beyond the point of 

reason. 

In [BRIDE], I‘m so happy to say, I have the perfect daughter.  She‘s bright and loving, 

intelligent and hard-working, charitable and thoughtful, successful and beautiful.  

And, also as per my dreams, she has found a guy that the kids today would deem 

―way cool.‖  (Pauses)  Those words sound absolutely ridiculous coming out of my 

mouth, don‘t they?  (Pause for laughter)  Moving right along now.  (Pause for 

laughter) 

[GROOM] is bright, handsome, kind and successful; he‘s the prince charming that a 

true princess like my daughter (not that I‘m biased, of course—pause for laughter) 

deserves.   

I foresee an ideal fairy tale future for the two of them, one that includes health, 

wealth, love and happiness.  I can see the two of them embarking on a multitude of 

exciting adventures, but also taking some quiet time out to talk and enjoy their 

many common interests.  I can see them having beautiful homes, great kids and fun 

trips.  I can see them enjoying life, as well as each other. 

I know that [GROOM‘S] parents, [FATHER OF THE GROOM] and [MOTHER OF THE 

GROOM], share my great love for this young couple, and my intense enthusiasm for 

their future.  They‘re great people and, as we‘ve watched our children shape their 

future, I‘ve really enjoyed getting the chance to know them and sharing this great 

happiness.  I warmly welcome them to the family, along with their great son. 

[GROOM] and [BRIDE], here‘s hoping that your future is a smooth and happy one.  

For those rare times when you do disagree, always remember that your family and 

friends are here to support you, just as we are today.   

Your parents, your aunts and uncles, and those dear friends who stood beside you 

at the altar today will be there whenever you need help.  Before you turn to them, 

though, always remember to turn first to each other.  You‘re partners now; an 

unbeatable team.   
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Always remember to talk things out when you have problems, learn to make 

concessions for one another, and remember most of all the feelings of love and 

devotion that brought you here today.  You two are very special people and an ideal 

couple. 

And, lest you think I‘m all mush and morals, as fathers sometimes are (pause for 

laughter), I also encourage you to have fun.  Before you were mates and lovers you 

were great friends; never lose that sense of humor and enjoyment that has carried 

you this far.   

Kiss, hug and laugh up a storm; even if some old codger occasionally tells you that 

you‘re too mushy to be believed.  (Pause for laughter, then add sheepishly)  This is 

just a hypothetical person, of course, no one you actually know.  (Pause for 

laughter) 

In closing, Kids, I just want to reassure you that the future is yours to enjoy.  You‘re 

married now; the possibilities are as endless as your dreams.  Stick together and 

you‘ll realize both.  You two are incredible. 

And speaking of incredible; [BRIDE], I still can‘t believe that you‘re all grown up and 

married now.  I have news for you, though; as worldly and sophisticated as you‘ve 

become, you‘re still and always my little girl.   

I love you, Sweetheart.  Many congratulations to you and your new husband, and 

may you both enjoy your wedding day—and your life together.   

SPEECH TEMPLATE 5 

I‘d like to welcome you all to the wedding of my daughter [BRIDE] and her new 

husband [GROOM].  This is a beautiful day; one I‘m honored to share with all of you. 

As a father, I find that watching your child get married is a little like teaching her to 

ride a bike.  You‘re so proud of her for taking this important step, but at the same 

time you‘re afraid she‘ll fall.  So you watch with love and caution, you hold on for 

awhile, then you let go. 

Today, sweet daughter, I‘m letting go.  I‘m watching with pride as you embark on 

the adventure of a new life; a life with a very special young man. 



Father of the Bride Speeches 
 

 

 
10 

Now please don‘t misunderstand.  You know I‘ll always be there for you, ready with 

the love, compassion and of course money (pause for laughter) only a father can 

provide.  Somehow, though, I don‘t think you‘ll need much help.  You‘ve chosen a 

young man who knows how to take care of you, just as you will care for him. 

In the time I‘ve spent with [GROOM], I‘ve come to know him as a kind, sincere, 

intelligent young man; an ideal mate for my bright, beautiful daughter, and more 

importantly a solid helpmate.   

He is always there when my daughter needs a friend, a shoulder to cry on, someone 

to kiss and compliment her.  And she provides the same for him; they truly make an 

ideal couple.  And I‘m so pleased that my daughter has chosen this ideal man as her 

life mate. 

I‘ve also gotten to know [GROOM‘S] parents, [GROOM‘S MOTHER] and [GROOM‘S 

FATHER], and find them to be just as bright, loving and witty as their son.  I look 

forward to getting to know them better. They are already a part of our family.   

And I also count our kids‘ attendants, [BRIDESMAID] and [GROOMSMAN] as part of 

the family.  It‘s only fitting and symbolic that their best friends stand by them on 

this, the most beautiful day of their lives.  Indeed, I appreciate greatly the presence 

of all the friends and family members here today; people here to celebrate and 

commemorate a very important day. 

Important, and slightly nerve-wracking.  All morning I‘ve been pulling out what‘s 

left of my hair.  (Pause for laughter)  Still, I‘ve noticed that [GROOM] and [BRIDE] 

have been miraculously calm and collected throughout this whole event; blast them!  

(Pause for laughter)  Seriously though, this sense of calm and absolute reason will 

serve them well in their married life. 

As will their capacity to kiss, endlessly and fervently.  Did you catch that smooch at 

the altar?  (Pause for laughter)  These two are in love, it‘s easy to see; their love will 

realize and complete itself in the years to come, in the form of a beautiful home, 

many children, exciting adventures and mentally stimulating business ventures.  

Together these two are unbeatable. 
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Of course, as they ride this symbolic ‗bicycle built for two‘ on the road to 

sickeningly sweet romance (pause for laughter), they‘re bound to hit a few bumps 

along the way.  Even the best, happiest of couples face obstacles and temptations, 

have arguments and problems. 

I have the feeling, though, that this couple will overcome all challenges with grace 

and love.  They will deal with every situation by talking things out and reaching a 

compromise that‘s mutually agreeable to both of them.  And they‘ll come out of 

these situations stronger and happier than ever. 

Even in these difficult times, I truly have faith that this couple will make it.  They 

seem very much like two halves of a radiant whole; two pieces of a beautiful puzzle.  

They are every silly romantic cliché you can think of (pause for laughter); although 

when you look at them together, you don‘t see ‗silly,‘ you see ‗amazing.‘ 

In closing, [BRIDE] and [GROOM], I wish you nothing but the best in future years.  I 

wish you love, laughter, light and romance.  Seize the day, cherish every moment 

together, and go bravely—and hand into hand—into the future.  Just remember to 

call home once in awhile!  (Pause for laughter) 

We love you so much, [BRIDE] and [GROOM].  Congratulations and enjoy the ride; for 

now, enjoy your wedding day. 

SPEECH TEMPLATE 6 

Good evening guests! It is my privileged as father of the bride to speak first at this 

occasion and steal all the attention from the rest of the speakers!  

Those of you who know me will know that I don‘t really like public speaking, and 

that I often have little to say... but that is often due to all of the loud women in my 

life stealing my attention! That and on the subject of my daughter [DAUGHTER], I 

always have something to say!  

I would like to start by welcoming you all today into our home to celebrate the 

marriage of [DAUGHTER] and [GROOM]. It has been such a fabulous day and it is 

really special to welcome you all here to party with this fabulous couple after such a 

beautiful service!  
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I know that so many of you have travelled many miles across land and ocean to be 

here today and on behalf of the newlyweds and their families, I‘d like to take this 

moment to extend our deepest gratitude. I really do hope you have all enjoyed your 

day as it means so much to all of us to have you all here, without you it would be a 

very quiet party indeed! 

I would also like to thank anyone and everyone who has had such a hand in creating 

this beautiful occasion. The friends and relatives who have donated so much time 

over the past three months to help us organize, choose decorations, cakes, food, 

dresses, make up, shoes... the list goes on... I‘d thank you all personally but I‘m not 

even sure how much actually went into this day, I just opened my wallet – my wife 

will thank you all and give you gifts of thanks after the speeches!  

I know that many fathers give their potential sons-in-law real hell. But I‘m just not 

that guy, besides, [GROOM] has become a real mate of mine over the years he has 

spent courting my daughter. He is an outstanding young man, and I‘m very glad 

that I can still beat him at golf – though I‘m guessing that won‘t last for much 

longer.  

[GROOM] came into our lives a couple of years ago, attached to the arm of our 

eldest daughter .She was very goggle eyed over him, and he looked decidedly 

nervous. Poor thing. I love my daughter but she is quite a handful!  

[DAUGHTER] has always been a lovely young woman, when she was a baby she used 

to throw food at me, when she was a little girl she thought I was the best thing in 

the world, and then as a teenager she used to throw anything she could get her 

hands on at me. And I‘ve always loved her, every minute, every tantrum, every tear 

and every fit of hysterical laughter that has rolled out of her.  

My first child, and my most challenging, it is with a lot of emotion and tears that I 

gave her away today. There were times that she used to ask me to give her away 

when she was an outlandish teen; she really was quite funny – though if you 

laughed at her, she‘d throw more things at you. Her hair was always an outrageous 

color and she drove her mother up the wall.  
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And then there would be moments when she would come and curl up on the couch 

next to me and let me give her a bit of a cuddle.  

Then she hit college and she straightened right out. She studied hard, she‘d done 

all of her rebelling, and she‘s turned into a fine young woman with a heart of gold 

and the loyalty of a lion.  

[DAUGHTER], I am so proud of you, I have always loved you and you look so 

beautiful today. You are a one in a million and I know that you will take your new 

husband on an incredible adventure through life, and I really do wish for you every 

happiness in the world.  

On that note, if we would please all charge our glasses and raise them in a toast to 

the bride and groom.  

To [DAUGHTER] and [GROOM] may you laugh together, love together and always be 

together.  

Congratulations! 

SPEECH TEMPLATE 7 

Here I am! I know this is the moment of the day you have all been waiting for – all of 

you on the edge of your seat waiting for me to impart my pearls of wisdom.  

Well, I‘m terribly sorry to disappoint.  

I was going to start my speech today using the formal address of ladies and 

gentlemen...  but then when I look around the room I see all of these adult versions 

of the kids I used to know. Not only my own kids, but my nieces and nephews, the 

kid‘s friends... and then there are all these geriatrics – my friends and my siblings... 

I guess we are all getting older.  

Today is one of the happiest days of my life; I am without a doubt the proudest man 

in the world. Today I watched my daughter [DAUGHTER] marry her prince charming. 

There is nothing better for any father than to see your little girl looking so happy 

and so beautiful on the day of her wedding. It was a little emotional for me and 
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[WIFE], giving away our little girl – I‘m not big on sharing, but I know she will be in 

good hands – and so, I tried to be generous. 

For this I really want to thank [GROOM‘s] parents [NAMES]. They have done a 

wonderful job in raising this bright, intelligent and mature young man. It has been 

great knowing you guys and my wife [NAME] and I look forward to spending more 

quality time with you.   

When [DAUGHTER] was born I was a nervous wreck, but I was instantly calmed the 

moment I held that little baby. She didn‘t cry, she didn‘t fuss, she was an incredible 

baby who turned into a very happy and outgoing (some say precocious – but I was 

told to be nice!) little girl. She was always clever – sometimes outsmarted her 

parents – and she always had a wonderful sense of humor.  

[DAUGHTER] always kept her mother and me on our toes. A bit of a wild child, she 

was a diehard party animal that we couldn‘t contain. But she was always lovely at 

home, her room was cleaned when she was told and she was charming and kind 

and loving to her younger siblings... We just adored her – we have always been 

proud of you sweet heart – and despite your constant rebelling against our 

parenting – we think you have turned into a pretty fantastic young woman – with or 

without our help! 

Most parents have trouble getting through to their kids, and we weren‘t any 

different. Our gorgeous daughter didn‘t listen to our advice. But I hope she will 

today. I‘ve been married for almost thirty years and so I think I‘m just as qualified 

as anyone to give advice on marriage... so listen up [DAUGHTER] this one is for you! 

Marriage is an adventure and success is not automatic. Like most things in life, as 

you have learnt, you have to work at it. Sometimes you will be annoyed, sometimes 

you will even find each other maddening. Get over it. Life is hard sometimes, and 

what you have in each other is something worth working for. You will learn skills 

that you can (attempt to) pass on to your children.  

You will learn patience, tolerance and acceptance. Together you will share the 

happiest moments in your life, and the saddest. You will need to put the other 
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person first. Marriage is not just about finding the perfect partner – which is step 

one – the rest of it is doing everything you can to BE the perfect partner.  

There is nothing better than seeing your eyes sparkle with so much love, and I hope 

that you will hold onto that love and treat it with the respect and care that it 

deserves. 

Now, [GROOM], there are three phrases that I have learnt are the key to you being a 

successful husband... use them appropriately! The first is ‗YES DEAR‘ – use those 

three words as often as you like. In an argument this one works a charm, ‗of course 

it‘s me that is wrong, I‘m sorry.‘ And finally perhaps the most important, ‗no, your 

bum does not look big in that!‘ 

I am so proud of you both, it has been a beautiful day, an incredible ceremony and 

a delicious dinner, and with all of these friends and family around you to celebrate 

your love – there couldn‘t be a more perfect way to start off a life of wedded bliss.  

On that note, I would like to propose a toast. So please charge your glasses and be 

upstanding.  

To [DAUGHTER] and [GROOM] may your marriage be long and fruitful, full of 

laughter and love, we love you, congratulations!  

SPEECH TEMPLATE 8 

Good afternoon everyone, for those of you that don‘t know me, I am [NAME], the 

proud father of the pride and I am here to speak to you on behalf of my family, our 

kids and my wife, [WIFE], the equally excited and proud mother of the bride!  

[WIFE] and I would sincerely like to welcome you all here today to celebrate the love 

and joy that we feel at the union of our beautiful daughter [DAUGHTER] and her 

handsome new husband [GROOM].  

I know that many of you have travelled from far and wide to be here with us today, 

and I would like to thank you all for your effort. It means so much to all of us to 

have so many friends and family here today in total support for this wonderful 

young couple and to truly give them the happiest start to their wedded life possible! 
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I would also like to take this opportunity to thank [GROOMS PARENTS], who are 

[GROOM]‘s mom and dad and have been a never ending fountain of love and 

support for our daughter and who have done so much to help [WIFE] and I make 

today possible. I know that all four of us are overwhelmed and full of so much love 

for the new bride and groom, and we will all probably be a little bit of an emotional 

wreck for the rest of the night.  

Thank you to you both for being such wonderful parents, for raising such a good 

man and for being such fabulous second parents to our daughter. We know how 

much she loves you and it really is special to know that she has another safe place 

to go for love and support. 

I couldn‘t have imagined a better partner for my beautiful daughter. [GROOM] is a 

very special young man. He has brought so much happiness into our home and 

always comes with a good joke and his cooking skills have never gone to waste! I 

know that he will be a wonderful husband to our daughter and will care for her and 

love her and respect her in the way that she deserves. 

When my little girl was born, 28 years ago, I was just a young man with a full head 

of hair and much less of a belly... and now here we are. When I held that tiny baby, I 

couldn‘t imagine her fully grown, I couldn‘t imagine ever finding anyone I‘d be 

happy to give her away to. Until today.  

When I gave away [DAUGHTER] today, I knew that she was going into the care of 

someone who would do anything for her and give her anything she ever needs. And 

that is something truly wonderful for any father.  

There is nothing better in the world than seeing your child go into a union with 

someone that they love and respect and care for... And someone that can put up 

with their outlandish behavior! It isn‘t easy to give away your daughter, or to finally 

realize that you are getting old, but I couldn‘t imagine a more beautiful day to do 

both of those things... 

My last wedding speech was nearly 30 years ago, at my own wedding, and I was so 

nervous, and so in love with my new wife [WIFE], and boy, hasn‘t it been an 

adventure. Three kids and years of laughter and tears and stress and joy – and here 
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we are, not quite as tight or well groomed as we were back then, but happier than 

ever.  

For you, [DAUGHTER] and [GROOM] I want the life that I have been lucky to have. I 

want for you the beautiful marriage, the wonderful children, the happy days and the 

support and the years of love and the wonderful memories.  

I know I am supposed to tell some embarrassing stories about my beautiful 

daughter, but she has threatened my life if I dare – and I‘d have to admit that she 

would have much better stories about me, granted I have had many more years to 

make a fool out of myself. So I think I‘ll leave it there...  

[DAUGHTER], I‘ve only ever wanted the best for you I want you to have all the 

happiness in the world, and I think you have got that today. I love you and I hope 

that your future is as bright and happy as your past and your love is never ending.  

On that note, I‘d like you to all raise your glasses and toast the newlyweds and their 

happiness. 

To [DAUGHTER] and [GROOM], may you live long and happily in each other‘s arms.  

Congratulations sweetheart.  

SPEECH TEMPLATE 9 

Good evening to you all. Family and friends new and old, it is my absolute honor to 

stand in front of you today as father of the bride, and what a beautiful bride! 

Before I really get into this speech – I‘d just like to ask you please not to stand on 

any of the chairs or tables during my standing ovation – it breaches all kinds of 

health and safety regulations.  

Seriously though, I was strictly told to keep this short by my darling daughter 

[DAUGHTER], so I trimmed it down and now it is only 30 minutes. So get 

comfortable, you‘re in for a long ride.  

I‘d like to first start by thanking each and every one of you for joining us in the 

celebration of [DAUGHTER] and [GROOM]‘s wedding and the love that they share for 

each other. I was going to thank each and every one of you individually, but due to 



Father of the Bride Speeches 
 

 

 
18 

the evil stares of my darling wife, I think I should cut that bit out... making my 

speech only a few more minutes long... 

Weddings are so much fun; they are an excuse for a great big party and today is 

certainly no exception. We have so many wonderful people here with us today, both 

of the newlywed‘s extended families, grandparents, step parents, children and 

friends who are all here to truly celebrate this joyous union in style! 

So, thank you all for being here, it wouldn‘t be such a party without you! And to 

[GROOM]s parents [GROOMS PARENTS], thank you so much for all of your help with 

today, your constant involvement and support for this great couple and can I just 

tell you now on behalf of my wife [WIFE] and I, how glad we are to have you in our 

lives and in the life of our precious daughter.  

She loves you very much and your support and kindness towards her has brought 

her so much joy, and thus, you have brought us a lot of joy! We really do look 

forward to joining our families together to celebrate the holidays!  

I haven‘t given a speech since my own wedding – which was about 30 years ago... I 

was so nervous. Full of jitters, and full of love, and I‘m sure that is how [BRIDE] and 

[GROOM] are feeling today.  

There is something really magical about a wedding, about seeing a young couple 

join together in the church they were both baptized in, and really profess their love 

together in the eyes of god and all of their friends and family.  

For me, as the father of the bride, there has never been a moment more proud or a 

moment more tinged with sadness. [DAUGHTER] getting married today means that 

she is no longer mine – in fact, I even went through the ritual of giving her away – 

much to my own dismay.  

But I will say this, that although my little girl is no longer mine, will no longer live 

under my roof, will no longer make me coffee on a Sunday morning, will no longer 

pick me up from the pub on a Friday night... I will love her all the same.  

And if I had to give my daughter away to anyone, [GROOM] would be the man. So 

thankfully it has all turned out for the best!  
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[DAUGHTER] has always been my little princess, the youngest of four boys, the little 

girl, the crowning glory – and I‘ll admit it now, I spoiled her... but who wouldn‘t! 

And I know that [GROOM] will continue to give her everything she could possibly 

need...  

[GROOM] is a good man, from a good family and I know that he will care for my 

daughter and come over and watch football with me and that sometimes he might 

even drive me home from the pub!  

It‘s a good life, and life is for living, so the only advice I have for you two love birds 

today, is to live your life! Get out there and go on adventures, see the world, do 

whatever is in your heart because you only get one shot at it, and you get it 

together – so get out there and really live! We will support you every step of the 

way! 

On that note, I‘d like to propose a toast to the bride and groom; if you would all 

join me and be upstanding.  

To [DAUGHTER] and [GROOM] may your house always be filled with laughter, wine 

and great food – and may you never forget to visit your parents! 

Congratulations. 

SPEECH TEMPLATE 10 

Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of [DAUGHTER] and [GROOM] it is my absolute 

pleasure to extend a warm welcome to you all to this their wedding reception.  

I want to keep my speech short, as I have the honor of going first there are a lot of 

other people itching to get up here and put their two cents in... That and 

[DAUGHTER] threatened me with my life to keep the speech above board and not 

embarrass her too much! 

First of all I would like to congratulate my beautiful daughter and her handsome 

new husband on the first day of many together as man and wife. It is a wonderful 

adventure that you have embarked on together today and it truly is wonderful to 

see so many people who have come out to support them and celebrate their love.  
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It has been a beautiful ceremony and a truly delightful dinner, and I‘d like to take 

this opportunity to thank everyone who has been involved in helping us make this 

day happen. The ladies with the dresses, the cake, the caterer, the vicar, the ushers 

and all of the friends and family who pitched in to help out – thank you! We just 

couldn‘t have done it without you! 

It fills me with pride to see my youngest child, my little girl, [DAUGHTER], with such 

happiness in her eyes and in her heart. I honestly believe that she has found 

someone to keep her happy forever.  

[DAUGHTER] was a mischievous little girl, she used to take trinkets from her mother 

and her older siblings and create weddings in our backyard. She was always the 

bride, and who she married depended on how patient the dog, cat, bird or teddy 

bear were feeling at any given time .I‘m glad that [GROOM] didn‘t have to be 

collared and leashed today, but came along willingly! 

[DAUGHTER] has always brought me so much joy and has brought a lot of laughter 

and love into our hearts and home since the day we knew she existed.  

She has always been our baby, and now we see our baby is all grown, and with all 

that happiness comes a little sadness for us, [WIFE] and myself, her parents. But 

with that sadness also comes a realization that we are now free to do what we want!  

Our kids are all grown up and with our youngest embarking on the happiest 

relationship with her heart full of love and her mind full of hope and expectation – 

nothing could make us happier. 

Now as for the choice of groom! I have to say that [GROOM] is a very welcome new 

member of our family, he has always been much loved at our house and very 

welcome, especially around the holidays when he truly shines.  

[GROOM] came into our lives over a nervous dinner a couple of years ago and we 

haven‘t been able to get rid of him since. It has always been obvious how much he 

loves [DAUGHTER] and so he‘s always been alright by me.  

But over the years he has become more than just my kid‘s boyfriend, but he has 

become a friend of mine as well. There is always a place on the couch for him on 
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sports day and he has charmed my wife within an inch of her life. The girls are 

always fawning over him and he always pretends he hates it – even though I‘m sure 

it‘s the opposite.  

[GROOM] is a great man, and I think that is much due to his wonderful parents 

[GROOMS PARENTS] and their excellent parenting. Thank you both for raising such a 

man for our daughter, they truly are perfect for each other.  

I have all of the faith in the world that this couple is indeed perfect and that they 

will take very good care of each other every day for the rest of their lives. And one 

day their family will grow and they will understand this love and pride and joy that 

parents feel...  

On that note, will you please all join me in a toast to the happy couple?  

Please raise your glasses and be upstanding.  

To [BRIDE] and [GROOM] the bride and groom, may your future be bright and 

happy, may you always be brave and remember your love for each other throughout 

your adventure of life, may you always laugh together and cry together.  

Congratulations – you are both very loved.  
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